
2016 CEPS Annual Report
2016 was the inaugural year of Citizens for Excellence in Public Schools. Thank you for your support through 
volunteering, giving, advising, and/or encouraging! This report includes a brief history of how CEPS started, a 
summary of our achievements this year, and a preview of what we have planned for 2017.

How CEPS Started       Significant Accomplishments

CEPS originated from a desire shared by a group of parents to 
make better informed choices about where to one day send our 
middle school children to high school and to help other parents do 
likewise (Douglas County has magnet programs at all its high 
schools, which compete for the top 8th grade students). We 
believed that greater transparency was key to raising academic 
achievement, and saw the potential to leverage the power of choice
to pressure schools to improve. 

Before forming an organization, we reached out to a school board 
member to voice our desire for more academic information, 
especially AP and IB exam scores, and our concern about the low 
scores we had seen. After multiple attempts, we finally got the 
exam scores and decided to launch a website in order to make this 
available to other “school shopping” parents. In the course of 
developing the site, we laid the foundation for an organization, 
forming a name, mission, goals, and justification for our work of 
advocating for excellence. 

A Glimpse of 2017 

With the help of a professional marketing consultant, we are 
planning a “Raise Our Schools” campaign where we provide 
citizens with a comprehensive academic picture of the high school 
where they have a large stake (e.g. as a parent or home owner in 
the district). This info will highlight areas of concern and include 
talking points they can raise with the school principal or district 
leadership. This will require some fundraising. 

With the help of local media, we want to raise public awareness of 
the problems of high school graduates being ill-prepared for 
college, and of grade inflation in our schools (which undermines 
learning and hurts kids once they get to college) We know that 
around 30% of DCSS graduates who enroll in college need some 
kind of remediation, and we regularly hear stories of alumni who 
are having great difficulties at the next level. 
    
We hope to have volunteers join our cause by serving, primarily as
“excellence advocates” at local schools. Our immediate goal is to
have a CEPS representative at every high school.      

     Engagement with School Leadership
• Group presentation at Public Budget Hearing in June on

the low achievement of Gifted students. Called for an 
accounting of how money received for Gifted education
is spent. 

• Addressed the BoE on the problem of graduation rate 
increases being driven by illegitimate online courses. 

• Addressed the BoE on the problem of high failure rates 
on AP exams. 

• Major changes to online credit recovery program 
(e2020) were made countywide

• School leadership claims to be creating a web page 
where parents can compare academic data. 

     Raising Public Awareness
• Douglas County Sentinel has twice reported on the 

issues we raised to the BoE and has referenced our 
claims in other articles. The newspaper has shown signs
of taking a more critical posture towards the claims of 
the school system. 

• The Atlanta-Journal Constitution ran an investigative 
report (front page of Sunday edition) on the use of 
online courses throughout the state to drive up 
graduation rates. Jeremy Noonan was a key source. 

• CBS46 ran two stories about the lack of transparency 
over low AP exam scores countywide. 

• Our website has had 930 distinct visitors; our facebook 
page has over 160 likes.  

• We widely distributed a letter to middle school families 
that contained AP and IB exam data.     

Publications
• Built a relationship with the Fordham Institute - an 

influential education think-tank.
• Published two articles on their Flypaper blog, which 

were featured in their weekly email (distribution over 
12,000): “Online Credit Recovery that Boosts 
Graduation Rate While Failing Students” (Nov. 21st) 
and “A Failure to Balance Advanced Placement Access 
and Quality” (Dec. 13th). See www.edexcellence.net.

Website: www.advocatingexcellence.org; Email: citizens4excellence@gmail.com
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